
Foster Youth Housing Project to 
Advance Social and Economic Change

California’s community college system is home to the nation’s largest population of housing insecure and homeless 

students. For former foster youth, numbers are even greater, showing a reported homelessness rate of 43% and 

82% who are experiencing housing insecurity.1 The Foster Youth Housing Project seeks to address this crisis by 

developing student housing and support services for homeless foster youth in California’s community colleges.  

Research has also demonstrated that homelessness and housing insecurity can significantly impact college 

completion, persistence, and credit attainment rates. The California Community Colleges and the Foundation for 

California Community Colleges are committed to improving student success outcomes through basic needs 

support, including access to safe and stable housing.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The Foster Youth Housing Project aims to create a roadmap for providing affordable housing for California community 

college students statewide in order to improve educational outcomes. The project will focus efforts on supporting 

students deemed most vulnerable to homelessness through:

• Theory of change: Developing and piloting a theory of change to decrease foster youth homelessness that 
connects aging out college-bound foster youth to higher education.

• Stakeholders inform design: Identifying and engaging necessary stakeholders who can begin addressing 
housing insecurity among community college students, starting in Los Angeles. 

• Housing at scale: Developing a business plan for building foster youth student housing in Los Angeles that 
helps inform how the CCC system can provide student housing statewide.



NEXT STEPS

Solving the student housing crisis is an equity issue that threatens major 

delays or derailment in students achieving their educational goals and the 

socioeconomic mobility that postsecondary education brings. Support from 

philanthropy allows the Foundation for California Community Colleges, in 

partnership with the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office and 

local college partners, to test and pilot new projects and services  to prevent 

homelessness and housing insecurity among our students and  

their families. 

To learn more about the Foster Youth Housing Project or efforts occurring 

across the California Community Colleges to connect students with 

affordable housing options, contact: Nicholas Jiles, Student Housing 

Senior Project Manager at njiles@foundationccc.org.

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

The FoundationCCC is the official nonprofit auxiliary to the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office and 

Board of Governors. For more than two decades, FoundationCCC has provided fiscal sponsorship and management 

services and served as connectors, accelerators, problem-solvers, and trusted partners to dozens of organizations 

across the state. We believe in the power of education to change lives and that, through collaboration, we can help 

build a more just, equitable, and thriving world.
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